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A Surrealistic
Painter

By Our Arts Craiti

NEW , pEL1I, Dec, 12.--Richard
Maivtand’s paintings and mobiie
sculptuires are expressiong of a
vely supple and sensitive mind.
Hi¢ exhibition of paintings at his
‘esidence at 24 F, Nizamuddin
west, New Delhi, presencs the
well-known dancer as a man  in-
terested in the quiet, peace and
haunting beauty of mystery.

Richard Maitand is  essentially
a surrealistic paintei, His people
are positive 1ntuitions converted
into symbols of tiie sensations. The
landscape 100 is part oi a larger
canvas, of the mind measuring in
terms of natural enviromnent the
teeling of man’'s loneliness and
essential isolatioh. Thus Richard
Maitland makes even common
objects contain the cnronology of
the myth. In ‘Crab Zhell’, for
instance, a nurple sirip of water,
and two distant figuies provide
the relief to the organic sculpture
that is the shell of the crab., Yel
this simple c¢dmposition, wh:ch
raises the shell of the crab 15 the
condition of a monument, and
diminishes the humasan to tne func-
tion Qf discarded ilotsam, al-
most manages to, create a new per-
spective. 1t reminds us of the
gea around us, and cf oet John
Donne’s famous image: I\'o man is
an island

Sometimes the surreaiism 1s con-
sciouslv contrived, even if preuty
and nostalgic, as in ‘Homesick
Dream’,

1 like Maitland when he is
spontaheous and searching. And
this aspect of him reveals itseif in
a steady bodv of paintings. In
‘Puri Beach’, ‘C ape Cuomorin’, and
in ‘Victoria Puri’ we find the true
surrealist. The last is like a pri-
mitive painting; vet the four or-
ange balls on the table and the de-
cor-like exagsgeration of the en-
semble speak of <strangeness of
the addition of strangeness to
beautv .that is 1mn.1v1[|m.~m In thrs
vein, ‘Kerala Church’ is a little
mustemw(o of suggesfion.
three whitle figures in
ground are as mvsterions as . the
clouds vou ¢ m’t see in the hoti-
zon. ‘Pot Shop Jaipur'. with its de-
licate tones and fantasv, is a
measure of Richard Maitland’s abi-
i ransmute life.
birinn is open till Dec-
10.30 am, and






